BRADLEY FOOTBALL CLUB
STATEMENT – 28 OCTOBER 2024
I can confirm today that Bradley Football Club, after 53 years, has had to disband. The current club was formed in 1971. When you link them with their predecessor Bradley United, who began life in 1946/47 and folded at the end of season 1966/67 it is 73 years that a team representing Bradley has played in Bradley.
For two seasons now the Team has played away from Bradley whilst efforts have been ongoing to improve the playing surface at the Playing Fields. The Parish Council had secured a Football Foundation Grant, and a contractor had been selected to carry out works in Spring 2025 which would have enabled the team to return home for season 25/26
It is, therefore, even more regrettable that this Club has been unable to survive long enough to see this long-awaited return.
At this level of football there are 2 essential elements.  Firstly, there must be an organising committee & officers, including team Manager etc. Secondly there must be sufficient players registered to ensure that you are always able to field a team despite injuries and unavailability. I know from my 48 years with the Club that there are always cycles. The Club has seen over those years many ups & downs. We have run 2 teams & a junior team but in some periods we have only been able to field 1 team. For the last 10 years we have been restricted to 1 Team. Despite the pandemic, the feeling within the Club was optimistic for the future. However at the end of last season we lost 6 players who had been consistently available, 3 due to age & 3 who moved on to another team within the League.
During the summer we recruited new players to join those remaining and at the start of the season we had 28 players registered to play for the Club. We realised that some of those registered were fringe players who would at best be substitutes and a few were not likely to be consistently available. On paper we had at least 18 to 20 players who you would expect to be available most weeks. In the early games in August & early September we were able to field reasonably full squads. However, by late September/early October it was becoming apparent that we were struggling a bit with availability. We have played 8 games but used 26 different players in those 8 games. Some of those registered have not played at all. I held a meeting with Ben Ramsden & Andrew Waite (Secretary & Treasurer respectively) to discuss the situation & all of us were committed to continuing and sent messages to all players to let them know the seriousness of the situation. We were underwhelmed by their response, or rather the lack of response. We could count almost on one hand those who were committed to the Club. We had a further meeting & decided that this was not sustainable financially and without commitment from players, the second element of running a football team at this level, we would have to withdraw the team from the League. It was with great reluctance that this decision was taken.

The problem local sport has is that there are too many counter attractions and players in general are apathethic. There is no real commitment from them which leads to the volunteers, absolutely necessary to keep the sport going, to turn away. Without them local sport will die.
Over the next few weeks decisions about what to do with our equipment & the money remaining in the Club’s bank account will be taken. The Club has a healthy bank balance so that was not a reason to close.
I would like to thank all those who in recent times have helped the Club. In Particular Ben Ramsden & Andrew Waite for their efforts in the face of the difficulties faced. I also would like to thank The Parish Council for their support, in particular Andrew Binns & Mags Smith and Richard Webster of the Cricket Club. All of them put in a great deal of effort in the successful application for the Football Foundation Grant.

David Spencer
Bradley FC Chairman
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